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"Tell the truth and don't be afraid. "

Eastern 'meme' makers
both love, regret page

Panthers fall in finale,
eliminated from tourney
Page 8

MISS BLACK EIU

CAMPUS

Faculty award
deadline
approaching
By Piper Black
Staff Reporter
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Keiya nna Fra nklin, a senior special education major and winner of Miss Black EIU 2012, performs her talent portion of t he pageant, "Forgotten," at the Miss Black EIU 2012 Scholarship Pageant in the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Saturday. Franklin choreographed her entire
dance.

Franklin crowned 41st Miss Black EIU
By Felicia Darnell
Staff Reporter
Minutes before the M iss Black
EIU pageant Saturday, the Grand
Ballroom in the Martin Luther
Ki ng Jr. Un iversity Un ion was
buzzing with murmurs of excitement.
After watching each contestant
present four months of hard work
and dedication, the audience finally got to meet their new Miss Black
EIU.
Keiyanna Fr anklin was received with a standing ovation after crowned this year's M iss Black
EIU.
The crowd leapt to their feet and
roared for Franklin, a senior special

education major, as she held her
head high and walked on the runway in the spotlight.
Even Mayor John Inyart said he
was impressed.
"What a wonderful group. It's
clear they put a lot of effort into
preparing and planning," Inyart
said . "Very powerful. It was clear
(the performances) came from their
hearts. It was great."
Some audience members like
Michelle Taylor, a senior elementary education major, were excited.
While others like T'keyah Ford,
a sophomore mathematics major,
said she anticipated seeing more
creativity.
Some pageant patrons were
looking forward to seeing how this

"I really do believe that
Keiyanna deserved the crown.
(I'll take away) the friendships I
developed with all of the ladies."
Destiny Winford, lst runner up
year was going to stack up against
last year's pageant. Carlos Risby,
the father of 2011 Miss Black EIU
Timery Jackson, said that last year
was great.
"As long as they have been working, I know (the pageant) will turn
out great," Risby said.
The lights dimmed as Black Stu-

To see the full photo
gallery,
check out

dailyeasternnews.com
dent Union President Andre Allen
presented the opening ceremonies.
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CHARLESTON HIGH SCHOOL

Gun threat causes panic at CHS
Suspect in custody
in connection
with hoax
By Nike Ogunbodede
Associate News Editor
A seemi ngly normal day at
Charleston High School was
brought to a screeching halt when
police officers from Eastern,
Charleston and the state rushed
to the school in reaction to an
early-morning gun threat on Friday.
Students and teachers of CHS
were alerted by an anonymous
source to a potential threat when
an alert was sounded over the intercom at 8:45 a.m.

According to a statement from
Charleston Superintendent J im
Littleford, the administration was
told the calls were made from a
phone within the school.
A suspect is currently in custody and has confessed to making
both of the prank calls, said Littleford, during a 12:43 p.m . press
conference Friday.
Mark Twa i n E l ementary
School was also under a lockdown because of its proximity to
the high school.
Diane Hutchi ns, the CHS
principal, said she thinks the way
the school handled the threat was
a reflection on the past drills the
students have participated in.

THREAT, page 5
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Following a security lock down at Charleston High School at 8:45a.m.
Friday, Stacy Stewart, of Charleston, and her daug hter Lyndsy Hunt, a
freshman at Charleston High School, walk out of the main entra nce.

Faculty members have many opportunities to
receive recognition for specific achievements, but
one award acknowledges their overall teaching
contribution, the chairman of the Distinguished
Faculty Award Committee said.
On March 2, applications will be due for the
Distinguished Faculty Award. This award is presented to one faculty member each year.
Grant Sterling, the chairman of the Distinguished Faculty Award Committee, said the
committee members look for people who have
benefited the university in a variety of ways over
a period of time.
Sterling said applicants are evaluated for their
teaching, their research and their service to Eastern as well as to the overall community.
Although students are able to nominate a faculty member for this award, faculty members
make most of the nominations, Sterling said.
He said students typically write the letters of
support for their professors once another faculty
member has decided to nominate them.
The award committee is made up of seven
people. There are three members from the Faculty Senate, two students who are usually a part
of the Student Senate, one alumnus from the
EIU Alumni Association, and one of the previous award winners who is chosen for the committee by President Bill Perry.
David Raybin, a professor of English and literature since 1981, was the 2011 winner of the
Distinguished Faculty Award.
"I have taught well, published my research
regularly, edited a scholarly journal (The Chaucer Review), and served the university and profession in a wide variety of ways," Raybin said.
Raybin has also received grants from the Illinois Humanities Council to help fund the annual EIU Literature Conference, and three grants
from the National Endowment for the Humanities to direct month-long Summer Seminars for
Teachers on Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales."
"The award capped my career at Eastern,"
Raybin said. "It may have contributed to my being selected as the 2011 Illinois Professor of the
Year."
They usually get less than 50 applicants for
the Distinguished Faculty Award each year, Sterling said.
Requirements for the applicants include being
a tenured or tenure-track faculty member, and
having taught at Eastern for four years.
With the nominee application, they must also
submit a letter of nomination, up to three letters
of support, and their curriculum vitae.
As chairman of the award committee, Sterling said his job is to check the nominations
and make sure all of the material is there before
distributing the applications to the committee
members.
After each member reviews the applications,
a meeting is scheduled where all seven committee members are available to meet and review the
applications.
Once the committee members make their decision, they announce their recommendation to
be approved by the Faculty Senate.
"This is one of the most prestigious awards
that the university gives," Sterling said. "It is a
great honor for our faculty."
Piper Black can be
reached at 581-2812
or sablack3@eiu.edu.
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EIU weather
TODAY

Mostly Sunny
High: sa·
Low: 46.

TUESDAY

Mostly Cloudy

High: 56.
Low: so·
For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
ONLINE

Story: Concert brings
back meaning of praise
The Unity Gospel Choir and its praise dancers, In Christ For Christ, performed a gospel
journey that took the audience through many
aspects of the history of gospel music and African roots.
To see the full story, check out
dailyeasternnews. com.
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RACHEL RODGERS

Sophomore art education major Carol-Lynn Comparetto prepares to paint Charleston resident Emily Kaurin's
face Saturday in McKinney Hall during Kids and Friends Weekend. Kaurin decided to have a crown painted on
each cheek. The Residence Hall Association hosted Kids and Friends Weekend, and more than 40 people attended the event. The participants traveled to most of the residence halls on campus where they took part in
different games and activities like musical chairs, relay races, coloring and more.

By Kathryn Richter

City Editor
In order to kick off Eastern's
Women Studies "Living History Program," students, teachers, and community members gathered at the
Charleston Carnegie Public Library
for a public performance.
Melanie Mills, professor of communication studies, said the Living
History Program provides a connection between the community and
university, as wdl as providing good
lessons for children during the presentations.
The Living History Program is
a 20-year-old program that travels
to middle and elementary schools
in Charleston to promote Women's
History Month.
Eastern students will dress up
as historical women and present a
speech for their target audience, as
well as answer questions.

"Women's history is often optional or incomplete in elementary school curriculum." Mills said via
email. "Our program gives children a
chance to see that women did more
than cook and sew in our history. I
think it expands the minds of both
boys and girls to see brave, talented
and smart women who had major
roles in shaping history."
The six historical women represented included Sacajawea, the guide
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,as
well as a Lemhi-Shoshone Native
American; Alice Paul, the American
suffragist and activist who helped
pass the amendment allowing women to vote; Amelia Earhart, the first
woman to fly unaccompanied across
the Atlantic Ocean; Lisette Charbonneau, the daughter ofSacajawea; Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, the first
lady during the 1960s and famed
fashion icon; and Annie Oakley, the
American Sharpshooter and star at-

traction at Buffalo Bill's Wild West
Show.
Andrea Morgan, a history major,
played the roll of Annie Oakley.
Morgan said Annie Oakley was
considered the first American female
superstar.
Morgan, dressed as Oakley, told
the tale of how Oakley was forced to
learn to hunt at the age of 9 in order to provide food and money for
her f.un.ily.
Morgan also said Oakley was born
and raised in Ohio and become a star
attraction of Buffalo Bill's Wild West
Show, where she performed sharp
shooting tricks such as shooting the
tip off a cigarette that her husband,
fellow sharpshooter Frank Butler,
held in his mouth.
Morgan said Oakley, with her
worldwide popularity, was able to
travel all over the world, something
that was not common for women in
that rime period.

Jeannie Ludlow, the director of
women's studies, said she thinks boys
and girls can both appreciate the famous female figures and the lessons
and morals they teach.
"We are far past the time when
boys were supposed to have only
male role models and girls were supposed to have only female role models," Ludlow said via email. "In today's program, the audience learned
about Annie Oakley's childhood and
how her family struggled to keep
their furm after her father died.
Kathryn Richter can
be reached at 581-2812
or IQrichter@eiu.edu

For a more in·depth
version of the story
check out:

dailyeastemnews. corn
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wind symphony

Wind instruments play new, old music

By Samantha McDaniel
Activities Editor

Old and contemporary music were
combined in the Dvorak Concert Hall
stage on Saturday.
The Eastern Wind Symphony performed old and contemporary pieces
during “The Art of the Wind Band.”
Alan Sullivan, the interim director
of bands, the director of the Panther
Marching Band and the Eastern Wind
Symphony, said the wide variety of music attracts a wide audience.
“I thought (the audience) enjoyed
it,” Sullivan said. “ I think they enjoyed
the wide variety of programming.”
The wind symphony played compositions ranging from the late 19th century to today.
The symphony played “Give us this
Day” by David Maslanka, “Black Dog”
by Scott McAllister, “Dance of the Jesters” by Peter I. Tchaikovsky, “Hymn
to a Blue Hour” by John Mackey, and
“The Hounds of Spring” by Alfred
Reed.
Karen Villalobos, a Salem resident,
said she liked the selection.
“I go more for the older symphony
pieces, but I enjoyed it all; it was done
well,” Villalobos said.
Villalobos said she thought the students did well.
“Symphony is beautiful music, people should listen to it more,” Villalobos
said.
Kathy Dennison, a Lisle resident,
said she liked the variety of music.
“I liked when it got louder and softer, I’m not sure of the technical term for
it,” Dennison said.
Brenda Tunison, a Villa Grove resident, said she thought the concert was
great.

Z achary White | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

Professor Alan Sullivan leads the EIU Wind Symphony durning the Art of the Wind Band concert on Saturday, Feb. 24.

“I really like the last piece (“Dance of
the Jesters”), it was very nice and exciting,” Tunison said.
Magie Smith, a music department
personnel and a teacher of clarinet,
played with the band during “Black
Dog.”
“It is always a pleasure playing with
the wind symphony, I’m really proud of
my students,” Smith said. “It was great.”
Jenny Deisher, a junior music major
and a clarinet player with the band, said

she thought the concert went well.
“It was an exciting concert to perform,” Deisher said. “My favorite piece
was ‘Black Dog’ because my teacher
performed in it.”
Sullivan said he thought the band
worked well with Smith.
“They did great. They were very attentive,” Sullivan said. “When working with solos, the tempos can be different, and they did a good job of following her.”

Sullivan said working with professors
allows them to learn from her.
“A lot of them are performance majors, and it gives them a chance to see a
professor playing with the band,” Sullivan said. “It’s a good learning experience for the band.”
Deisher said performing with her
teacher allowed her to learn new things.
“Listening to a professional clarinet player helps us establish a style and
learn from them,” Deisher said.

Sullivan said the students did a good
job during the concert.
“I thought the students in the ensemble stepped it up tonight. They left
it all on the stage,” Sullivan said. “The
stage is where it should be left.”
Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.

Facebook

Eastern ‘meme’ makers both love, regret page

By Robyn Dexter
Campus Editor

In the past month, Eastern students
have been buzzing about a Facebook
page called “Eastern Illinois University
Memes.”
The page was started by three Eastern night assistants, David Jackson, Ryan
Snodgrass and Alex Hayward.
“We created the page one night when
all three of us were all working,” Snodgrass said. “I think we made close to 30
memes that first night.”
A meme is defined by the MerriamWebster Dictionary as an idea, behavior,
style or usage that spreads from person to
person within a culture.
In this case, it is a public Facebook
page with personalized templates and
pictures pertaining to Eastern.
Jackson and Snodgrass, however, have
different definitions.
“To me, meme is an acronym for
Many Efficient Morons Entertaining,”
Snodgrass said.
Jackson, a senior communication
studies major, said even though he
helped create the page, he still thinks
memes are stupid.
“I would define a meme as a pointless attempt to make people laugh in order to get Internet points that don’t matter,” Jackson said.
Snodgrass, a senior mass communications major, said he got the idea for helping start a memes page for Eastern when
a friend at Northern Illinois University
had “liked” Northern’s meme page. After
browsing the Northern page, Snodgrass
knew Eastern could have a better page.
“We thought we’d better get on board
before someone else who doesn’t know
how to do (memes) made a page,” Snod-

grass said.
Hayward, a senior elementary education major, said the three night assistants created the page at work at around
3 a.m.
“When I went to bed that night, it
had about five likes,” he said.
He said by noon, the page had close
to 200 likes.
“It blew up from there with people
liking the memes we created and creating their own,” he said.
The Facebook page “Eastern Illinois
University Memes” has been up for almost a month now and has a following
of more than 1,300 people.
Hayward said as an administrator, he
gets additional insights on the page.
“It tells us how many unique visitors
look at our page, and that number is currently at 13,000 unique views per week,
which is crazy,” Hayward said.
Jackson and Snodgrass said the
memes page was “cool for about a week,”
but their meme creations have dwindled.
“I kind of wish it was back down
to around 100 people, because then it
would be 100 people that actually enjoy
the page and don’t get on there and complain the whole time,” Snodgrass said.
They said they started off policing
the memes relatively well, but they have
gotten less worried about what students
post.
“It makes me laugh when people get
upset about the misuse of something on
the Internet,” Jackson said.
Jackson said he respects the people
that actually try to use the memes “correctly.”
Anyone can use an online meme generator to contribute to the page, and
most of the posted memes are catchy,
quirky sayings about Eastern.

Gr aphic By Shelley Holmgren | The Daily Eastern Ne ws

From left, night assistants David Jackson, Alex Hayward and Ryan Snodgrass created the “Eastern Illinois University Memes” Facebook page. The page receives about 13,000 unique views per week.

“Our most successful meme is the one
of President Perry,” Jackson said.
The Perry meme features a picture
of President Bill Perry with the words
“President of a University” above him,
and “Goes to sporting events and talks to
students anyway” below. It has over 250
“likes.”
“I’m proud of our profile picture that
says ‘the amount of staff parking is too
damn high,’ because it’s something I legitimately complain about at least three
times a week,” Jackson said.
Jackson said if he was a meme, he
would be the “Most Interesting Man”

meme, which originated from a European advertisement for Dos Equis beer.
In meme form, Snodgrass said he
would be the “Not Sure Fry” meme
from Futurama.
Hayward said if he was a meme, he
would be either “Lazy College Senior” or
“Foul Bachelor Frog.”
“I find myself laughing at and relating to those memes the most, being a
burnt-out senior and a lazy bachelor in
my apartment,” Hayward said.
One of the memes Snodgrass recently made said “Not sure if proud or
ashamed to be admin of this page.”

“I think (the page) is hilarious still,
but I also thinks it’s completely terrible,”
Snodgrass said.
Snodgrass said part of him does not
want people to know he helped create
the page, but if people ask him about it,
he fesses up.
Both Jackson and Snodgrass said the
meme trend is just a phase and will likely fizzle out soon.
“Let’s be real, it’s the Internet,” Jackson said.
Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.

